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ABSTRACT

This study aims to explore the determinants of companies' long-term investments within the context of Gulf Cooperation Council
markets. The importance of this study arises from the fact that earlier researchers who investigated this subject had mostly
concentrated on developed markets and evidence from developing markets is largely absent. Besides, the existing studies had
focused on factors influencing companies' long-term investment at the company level, and evidence related to the impact of
macroeconomic factors on such investments is scarce. A Panel Ordinary Least Squares regression is utilized to analyze the data of
435 companies from the year 2000 to 2014. This period is chosen due to the steady economic conditions of the investigated markets
as they enjoyed a less volatile macroeconomic environment compared to post-2014, where the fall of oil prices severely affected
these markets' growth. The analysis revealed contradicting findings compared to the existing literature regarding both
macroeconomic factors and companies related factors that influences long-term investments. For instance, government spendings,
oil prices, and trade levels are all significant factors in the Gulf Cooperation Council companies' long-term investments which is
not the case in other emerging markets. Also, the industrial companies within these markets are not severely influenced by these
factors compared to the services companies. Hence, the current study extends the existing literature on two dimensions by providing
new insight into this subject from new markets and reveals new findings regarding the impact of macroeconomic factors on
companies' long-term investments.

Keywords: Corporate Finance, long-term Investments, Capital Expenditure, Internal and External Financing factors,

Macroeconomic Variables, GCC Countries.

1. Introduction

A company's long-term investments represent the capital
expenditures for non-financial firms in the corporate world. They
are allocated to purchase long-term assets like buildings,
machinery, and real estate to generate positive cash flow in the
future. Researchers were interested in studying these
expenditures as they constitute the foundation of the long-term
strategy for non-financial companies. However, they focused on
companies' internal accounting information, such as profitability
and liquidity metrics which leaves rare findings about the
macroeconomic factors that effects such investment (e.g., Fazzari
et al., 1988; Morck et al., 1990; Beatty et al., 1997; Welch and
Wessels, 2000). Moreover, most of the existing findings are from
developed markets and evidence from emerging markets is
scarce. Hence, the objective of the current study is to explore the
variables that influence companies' long-term investments in
emerging markets namely the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
markets. These markets were chosen to represent the markets
that depend mainly on a single national revenue stream precisely
hydrocarbon revenues. Hence, the chosen markets allow for
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generalizing the current study findings to other markets with
similar conditions. Furthermore, the variables investigated by
this study are divided into three groups under Beatty et al.
(1997). The first category represents companies' external
financing factors, the second category represents companies'
internal financing factors, and the third category represents
macroeconomic factors that are significant to the investigated
markets. Besides, the analysis takes into consideration the
influence of these factors based on the full sample as well as on
each sector within the chosen markets.
2. Literature Review

Long-term investments are made by businesses to pursue
potential future revenue streams which are crucial to their long-
term investment strategy. It involves risk because they are non-
recurring and often involves the disbursement of a huge sum of
money (El-Daour and Abu Shaaban, 2014). Hence, the researcher
started investigating the factors that influence companies' long-
term investments and the first significant investigations were
made by (Fazzari et al. 1988; Morck et al. 1990). Fazzari et al.
(1988) investigated the data of 422 United States (US)
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manufacturing companies from the Annual Value Line Database.
The long-term investment was calculated as the total of plant and
equipment over the study period spanned from the year 1970 to
1984. The results revealed that stock values (predicted by
contemporaneous and lagged Tobin’s q) are substantially correlated
with corporate investments. Besides, companies with low
dividend payout mostly based their investment decisions on
available cash flow. Morck et al. (1990) examined the data of
1,125 US companies from the Compustat Database from the year
1960 to 1987. The growth rate of actual capital expenditure,
minus mergers and acquisitions was used to calculate long-term
investments. The analysis concluded that there was a weak
correlation between stock returns and long-term investments.
Also, the cost of borrowing money does not influence the sample
companies' long-term investments. Later, Beatty et al. (1997)
conducted an empirical analysis of other factors that are
predicted to influence businesses' long-term investments. The
long-term investment was defined as net capital expenditures
which consist of the reported capital expenditures minus sales of
property, plant, and equipment. The sample represent Compustat
Companies from the years 1973 to 1989. The study investigated
three groups of variables that were thought to have an impact on
net capital expenditure: external and internal finance factors, as
well as tax advantage for businesses. The findings about external
financing factors showed that growth in net capital expenditure is
predicted by rising stock issuance as well as rising equity returns.
Also, this study discovered favorable predictors of growth in net
capital expenditures including internal finance parameters
namely net profit, and depreciation. Also, it demonstrated a
considerable impact of dividend distribution on net capital
expenditure. Apart from tax incentives, the study found that most
of the investigated characteristics are reliable predictors of future
investments.

A similar study was conducted by Welch and Wessels
(2000), and they compared the US, United Kingdom (UK),
Canada, mainland Europe, and Japan. Like Beatty et al. (1997)
this study discovered that except for mainland Europe, lagged
equity returns are the most prominent cross-sectional predictors
of growth in net capital expenditures. They also found that the
profit tax rates are the only variable that can accurately forecast
the growth of net capital expenditure across businesses in
mainland Europe. Businesses with high-profit taxes increase
their net capital expenditure as a result. Thus, these earlier
studies on the determinants of business capital expenditures
motivated few researchers to investigate the factors that
influence a company's long-term investment in developing
countries. Bolbol and Omran (2004) examined the correlation
between equity returns and long-term investment for 83
companies listed in the Arab Republic of Egypt, the Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan, the Kingdom of Morocco, the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia, and the Republic of Tunisia. The analysis showed
that capital expenditure is significantly influenced by sales and
debt growth but not by cash flow or stock returns. Also, Jiang et
al. (2006) investigated the relationship between capital
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expenditure and return on assets for 357 industrial enterprises
listed on the Taiwan stock market from the year 1992 to 2002.
The results showed a strong positive correlation between the
variable under study.

Later, Nguyen and Dong (2013) conducted a more
extensive study by investigating factors that affected 500 non-
financial companies that were listed on the Vietnam Stock
Exchange. The study concluded that cash flow, fixed capital
intensity, business risk, financial leverage, company size, and
prior investment were the main factors influencing the long-term
investments of their sample companies. Similarly, Subrahmanyam
et al. (2013) investigated and compared the factors that influence
long-term investment for US and Indian enterprises. Their
finding demonstrated that the company's previous growth
(measured in terms of earnings per share) and degree of financial
leverage are the main predictors of the US company's capital
expenditure. On the other hand, free cash flow and business size
are the main indicators of capital expenditure for Indian
companies.

Consequently, the markets chosen by these studies to
examine the determinants of a company's long-term investments
are regarded as either developed or developing markets that fall
in economies that rely on a variety of national revenue streams to
maintain growth. Hence, further research into the factors
influencing a business's long-term investments is still necessary
for two main reasons. First, some markets fall in economies that
rely on mainly a single national revenue stream to maintain
growth. Thus, it is crucial to investigate the impact of related
macroeconomic factors of these markets on local companies'
long-term investments. Second, almost all of the studies reviewed
had considered factors at the company level to determine what
influences businesses' long-term investments, and there are few
findings about variation in the company's long-term determinants
across various markets.

The current study closes this gap in the literature and
provides findings that can be generalized to countries with a
single source of national revenue. This is made by addressing
three primary questions as follows: (1) Are the current
conclusions regarding the factors influencing the company's
capital expenditures valid in the GCC markets? (2) Is there a
direct link between countries primary revenue source and the
long-term investments made by its domestic companies? (3) If
any, does this effect extend to all market sectors in these
countries? To the best of the author's knowledge, these aspects
are not covered by any of the existing studies in this domain.

3. Data

Methodology The sample of the current study consists of
all listed companies across the GCC stock markets from the year
2002 to 2014. The GCC stock markets include the Muscat stock
exchange (MSE) in the Sultanate of Oman, the Tadawul in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the Bahrain Bourse in the Kingdom of
Bahrain, the stock exchanges in the State of Qatar, and the State
of Kuwait. Also, both stock exchanges in the United Arab of
Emirates (The Abu Dhabi Securities Exchange, and Dubai
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Financial Market). This period is chosen due to the steady
economic conditions of the investigated markets as they enjoyed
a less volatile macroeconomic environment compared to post-
2014, where the fall of oil prices severely affected these markets'
growth. At the end of 2014, a total of 692 companies were listed
on these stock markets. All financial companies were excluded
from the sample due to the nature of financial companies' long-
term investments which mainly consist of financial products and
their investment on tangible fixed investments is minimal.
Hence, only 434 companies that are listed on the GCC market
were examined and the overall remaining data formed an
unbalanced panel data comprising 534 observations. Furthermore,
the authors acquired the data from the Bloomberg Terminal and
referred back to the company's financial statements in the case of
missing data. Furthermore, the World Bank Database and the
Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC)
website was used to gather the macroeconomic factors data that
is considered by this study.
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4. Methodology

Following Beatty et al. (1997) the current study
categorizes the variables under investigation into three groups
namely: companies' external finance factors, companies' internal
financing factors, and macroeconomic factors. The first two
categories achieve the goal of comparing the factors that
influence companies' long-term investment in developed and
emerging economies. The third category achieves the goal of
determining whether macroeconomic conditions have an impact
on companies' long-term investments.

The authors estimate the following panel Ordinary Least
Squares regression (OLS) with robust standard errors to cope
with the heteroscedasticity:

NCEX; = fBo + BiNE; + B>FLie + B3FRR; + B4ROE; + B5DIVy,
+ BsFCit + B7DEP; + BgCTye + BoASALy + B1oATA;¢
+ B11AGE;; + B12ACOP; + B13TOTR; + &

Where ¢;; is the error term, £ is the coefficients of the
independent variables, A indicates change, and the subscript it
indicates the company at a specific year. The following is a
summary of the variables within the above model and their
predicted relationships with net capital expenditures:

Symbol Name

NCEX Net Capital Expenditure

NE Net Equity Issuing Authority

FL Financial Leverage

FRR Weighted Average Cost of Capital
ROE Rate on Common Equity

DIV Cash Dividends on Common

FC Free Cash Flow

DEP Depreciation

CT Corporate Tax

A SAL Percentage Change in Sales

ATA Percentage Change in Total Assets
AGE Percentage Change in Government Expenditure
ACOP Percentage Change in Crude oil price
TOTR The Ratio of Terms of Trade

Definition
NCEX: /TA:
NE/TA:
FLt

FRR¢

ROE:
DIVJTA:
FCJUTA:
DEPYTA:
CTuTA:
ASALYTA:
ATAYTA
A GEt

A COPy
TOTR:

Predicted Relationship
NA

B o S S S L T T

The variable employed in this study to represent the
company’s long-term investment is net capital expenditure,
which is determined as:

NCEX, = (CAPEX,— DEP,)/TA,

NCEX is the dependent variable and it represent the
annual reported capital expenditure from the cash flow statement
at time ( less DEP; which represents the annual depreciation. All
the accounting variables assessed in this study are scaled on total
assets listed on the balance sheet at year ; which is represented as
TA:. Moreover, the independent variables include the three
categories of factors under investigation namely: companies
external finance factors, companies internal financing factors,
and macroeconomic factors. Table 3 in Appendix (A) provides
the rationale for considering these variables and how they are
measured. The hypothetical links between the companies
external financing factors and companies net capital expenditures
is mainly inspired by the trade-off theory. Trade-off theory gives
the preference of debt financing over equity financing. It argues
that the companies can gain from tax benefits to improve its
value. Consequently, taking into consideration that both NE and
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FL are a source of liquidity, but differ in terms of their associated
cost, defined as FRR, must have an effect on companies’ ability
to fund their long-term investments. Beside, both the pecking
order and agency cost theories serve as the main inspirations for
the hypothetical justification of the links between the companies
internal financing factors and businesses net capital expenditures.
According to the pecking order hypothesis, businesses should
finance their investments with funds generated internally, mostly
cash on hand made from retained earnings. Equity financing
should be used as a last alternative if the cost of the investment
cannot be paid by internally generated money. Instead, the
company should employ debt financing, ranging from low risk to
high-risk debt. Likewise, the agency cost theory argument
contends that managers are driven to hold more cash generated
internally to maintain control over the company’s investment
choices. Therefore, managers are exempt from any requirements
for external financing and are also exempt from disclosing
information to the market regarding the company’s investment
strategy. Hence, these theories suggest that internal financing
factors can influence company’s investments. Furthermore, in-
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line with the current study main goal to examine the company’s
net capital expenditure and both the previously mentioned
company-level factors and macroeconomic relevant variables.
The current study considers government expenditures, crude oil
price and terms of trade as the most influential macroeconomic
variables to the GCC countries markets.

5. Results and discussion

The data is summarized in Table 1 which consists of two
panels before explaining the regression results which were
previously indicated. The descriptive statistics are shown in
panel (1) and the correlation coefficient matrix is shown in panel
(1. All the variables assessed by this study had little variation,
as shown in panel (I). The data in panel (I) indicates that the
sample companies had a moderate policy for their long-term
investments across the period under consideration. The sample
companies' average net capital expenditure is around 4% of their
total assets, while the average rate of return they attained is close
to 7%. The sample companies show a similar level of growth,
with an average annual change in sales of almost 5% and an
average annual change in total assets of almost 6%. Given an
average financial leverage level of almost 60% compared to an
average equity issuance level of nearly 50%, the sample
companies appeared to rely more on borrowed money to build
their businesses. As a result, the descriptive findings show that
the GCC companies' overall investment policies during the
period under consideration were maintained through consistent
investment growth.

Furthermore, the pairwise correlation shown in panel (1)
of table 1 was the focus of the author's additional analysis to
investigate the relationship between the variables evaluated in
the current study. In terms of negative and positive connections,
the result indicates a reasonable association between the
variables tested. For instance, net capital expenditures and a
company's rate of return are positively correlated. The company
would have greater liquidity for long-term investment if its rate
of return was high. The ratio of financial leverage and net equity
issuing activity also exhibits an adverse relationship. The amount
of borrowed debt fell as the amount of net equity issued rose.
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This assessment aids in identifying the correlation between the
tested variable as well as identifying collinearity issues before
performing the regression analysis. The findings indicate that
there is only a weak association between the factors.

Three-panel OLS regression is included in the discussion
of the results that follow. The regression of the entire sample of
companies is shown in the first column of table 2, and the
regression of companies that operate in the services and
industrial sectors are shown in the second and third columns
respectively. There are three reasons why the regression analysis
is set up in this order. We can first get the whole sample results
to thank it. It also enables us to determine whether the results
remain the same when the sample is divided. In other words, it
works as a robustness check. Thirdly, it gives us more details on
how companies in the industrial and service sector differ in terms
of the factors that influence long-term investment. The empirical
analysis for the entire sample in column 1 reveals that nearly
every element examined in this study had an impact on the
company's long-term investments although to varying degrees.
The company rate of return, financial leverage ratio, and net
equity issuance activity all have a positive correlation with net
capital expenditure and are statistically significant at the 5%
level of significance. These findings suggest that an increase of
1% in company net equity issuance activity, rate of return, and
percentage of financial leverage may result in increases in the
company's long-term investments of 0.26, 0.19, and 0.56
respectively. However, it appears that the second group of
variables includes those that are very important and connected to
the company's long-term investments. At the 1% level significant
with net capital expenditure, return on the common stock, free
cash flow, and depreciation are all favorably extremely
significant. Corporate tax has a negative high significance at the
1% level of significance. The company's long-term investments
are favorably correlated with both changes in sales and total
assets, but only at the 5% level of significance. Dividends are
included in the second category as well, but it does not appear to
have any impact on the long-term investments made by GCC
companies.

Table 1: Descriptive Statistics & Correlation Matrix

Parcicalars Invesoment Compamies External Fmancizg Conxpanies Incernal Financizg Factors | Alacroscomomuic
Facrors Facrers
Papel I Descriptive Statistics
NCEX NE ERE FL ROE DIV FC DEFP CT ASAL ATA AGE
Obzervation i7se 3891 4471 3ern 4621 3216 4208 4518 1824 44628 4400 6515
Mean 0.0402 04042 §.8473 0.5823 10,7626 0.0852 00344 00284 0.0175 00343 00615 01155
Std. Dev 0.0320 045202 17204 04750 B.O643 00624 0.0367 00177 0.0158 00688 00365 0.0554
Min 0.0062 00180 453463 00062 05300 0.0263 00221 0.0062 2.0014 0.0223 00452 -00487
Max 0.0883 1.637 2.2187 13173 20776 0.1877 01604 0.0323 0.0407 Q.1309 0.1338 01820
Panel II: Correlation Matrix
NCEX 10000
NE Q1050 10000
FER Q.0456 -0 1852 10000
FL Q.0018 02187 -0.2027 10000
ROE 02650 0.1071 0.0706 00126 1.0000
DIV -0.0008 001225 02350 02440 03350 1.0000
FC 01958 0.1042 0.0335 00335 -0.2507 -0.3370 1.0000
DEFP 03151 -0. 1607 0.0260 00204 00846 -0.1221 014352 1.0000
CT -0.1261 0.0=60 -0.2601 -0.1225 -0.3430 -0.7129 02003 0.1104 1.0000
ASAL Q.134¢ 00162 0.1442 Q.0214 0.3050 0.1652 0.0053 -0.0045 -0.2718 10000
ATA 02108 0.0752 Q.0053 00179 0.21397 -D004 02220 -0.1609 -0.0332 0.1644 1.0000
AGE 0.0332 01307 Q.0483 Q.0340 01443 -0.0167 0.00451 Q.0043 -0.0018 00227 -0.2061 10000
ACOF 0.0782 0.0=08 -0L0624 0.0331 01720 00616 -0eLs 076 -0u45E 00540 0.0945 ~06270
TOTR 0.0558 0.0Z81 0.0595 -0.0773 00425 0.0728 ] 0.0226 00244 00463 00572 -0.0282

HMote: This table combines two sttiztical Analysiz. Pansl (A) present the descriptive statistics namely: the rumber of obzernations, mean, :tandard deviation and mmimnom and maximum vahee of the
varables. Panel (B) presents the result of the pamwise correlation in 2 mawix format. The varizbles are cateporized mto thres sroups a8 discussed in section 3.
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The third group, which also contains changes in
government spending, the change in the price of crude oil, and
the ratio of terms of trade, is statistically significant and has a
favorable relationship with long-term investments. However,
compared to changes in government spending and crude oil
prices, the impact of terms of trade on net capital expenditure is
unmistakably greater at the 5% level of significance compared to
the 10% level of significance for the other two macroeconomic
factors. Therefore, the overall findings of the full sample
regression imply that internal financing factors specifically: the
return on common equity, the volume of free cash flow, the level
of depreciation, and the level of corporate tax are the most
notable determinants of GCC company's long-term investments.
The number of shares issued, the percentage of rate of return,
and the degree of financial leverage are the next important factors.
Additionally, macroeconomic variables have a significant impact
on the long-term investments made by GCC companies, but their
impact is lesser than the first two groups of factors.
Consequently, these results both support and refute the results of
earlier research. For instance, Beatty et al. (1977) found that the
amount of net equity financing activity, dividend payouts, high
cash levels, high depreciation, and high tax payments are all
significant factors influencing the long-term investments of US
companies. In a similar vein, this study discovers that, except
dividends, all of these factors are significant drivers of GCC
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companies' long-term investment. Dividends are a significant
factor in determining long-term investments for Canadian and
Japanese companies, but not for US and European companies,
according to Welch and Wessels (2000) research.

Government spending and terms of trade harm long-term
investments made by Bangladeshi companies according to
Hassan and Salim (2011). In contrast, the current study discovers
that both of these factors significantly improve the long-term
investments of GCC companies. The fact is that Bangladesh's
fiscal strategy is reliant on several revenue streams, the most
significant is the business tax, which may be the cause of this
discrepancy. Therefore, the high corporate tax imposed on
businesses ultimately hinders their ability to invest which leads
to a rise in government spending. This is accurate of the GCC
fiscal policy, which relies mostly on income from crude oil and
just a minor portion of its income comes from business taxes.
Furthermore, Hassan and Salim (2011) contended that an
increase in the imports index is the cause of the terms of trade's
unfavorable impact on Bangladeshi company's long-term
investments. This shows that these companies do not export.
Therefore, they are discouraged from making further investments.
This is not the case with the GCC terms of trade, because the
GCC average exports index is around 11 times its import index
as shown in the descriptive analysis in panel (I) of table 1.

Table 2: Results of the Panel OLS Regression

Variable Full Sample (1) Service Sector (2) Industrial Sector (3)
Constant 0.0074 0.0018 0.0071
(0.325) (0.840) (0.449)
NE 0.0026 0.0084 0.0012
First (0.001)** (0.012)** (0.649)
Category FRR 0.0019 0.0015 0.0003
(0.012)** (0.016)** (0.774)
FL 0.0058 0.0019 0.0010
(0.048)** (0.037)** (0.803)
ROE 0.0008 0.0006 0.0003
(0.000)*** 0.077)* (0.008)**
DIV -0.0146 -0.0266 -0.0852
(0.628) (0.446) (0.057)*
FC 0.0481 0.2494 0.0342
Second (0.000)*** (0.000)*** (0.000)***
Category DEP 0.5173 1.0425 0.6527
(0.000)*** (0.000)*** 0.000)***
CT -0.4178 -0.3053 -0.3292
(0.000)*** (0.019)** (0.026)**
ASAL 0.0331 0.1008 0.0346
(0.045)** (0.014)** (0.020)**
ATA 0.0290 0.0262 0.0392
(0.002)** (0.052)* (0.022)**
AGE 0.0496 0.1102 0.0308
(0.059)* (0.002)** (0.304)
Third ACOP 0.0157 0.0311 0.0183
Category (0.063)* (0.006)** (0.054)**
TOTR 0.0055 0.1476 0.1003
(0.004)** (0.013)** (0.012)**
N 534 205 329
F-test 21.93 37.09 14.74
R2 0.3382 0.5444 0.3362

Notes: The first column presents regression of the full sample companies, and the other two columns
present regression of the service and industrial companies respectively. All regression were run with
robust standard errors, and the P-values are in parentheses below the co-efficient estimates *, **, and
*** ndicate significance levels of 1, 5, and 10% respectively.
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More information about the variation in the determinants
of long-term investments among companies in the services and
industrial sectors is shown in table 2 columns 2 and 3
respectively. The results show that the calculated regression is
structurally sound and robust. In terms of significance level, the
regression of the service companies shows nearly identical results
to the full sample. The significant level of return on the common
stock, tax, and change in total assets are lower than those of the
complete sample results. In contrast, the significant levels of
change in government spending and crude oil prices are higher
than those of the full sample results. However, the empirical
findings in column 3 of table 2 show that the determinants of long-
term investments for industrial companies are slightly different
from that of the entire sample. The significant difference is as
follows: (1) Net equity issuing, company rate of return, and
financial leverage ratio are not statistically significant concerning
the net capital expenditure. (2) Cash dividends to common
stockholders are now statistically significant concerning the
company's long-term investments at the 10% level of significance
and, (3) Government expenditures are not statistically significant
to industrial companies' long-term investments. Therefore, the
findings in columns 2 and 3 of table 2 company the argument
that internal financing factors apart from dividends are the
variable that has the greatest influence on GCC company's long-
term investments. Then, followed by external financing factors
and macroeconomic factors.

This is consistent with the market timing and pecking
order theories predictions, which both propose a preference for
internally generated funds over outside financing measures, as
mentioned in Section 3. The findings also show that except for
government spending, only internal financing and macroeconomic
factors have an impact on the long-term investments of GCC
industrial companies. As a result, this analysis concludes that
GCC industrial companies but not GCC service companies might
survive if crude oil reserves were to run out or their prices fall.
The industrial companies increased exposure to international
markets is the most likely cause of this finding. Changes in the
price of crude oil and variation in trade have an impact on these
companies' long-term investments, but government spending
does not affect these investments. Therefore, the GCC economic
authorities must encourage service companies to grow their
businesses in foreign markets to boost sustainability. Such action
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will facilitate the shift of GCC economies from hydrocarbon
economies to open market economies.
6. Conclusion

This study aims to explore the factors influencing
companies' long-term investments in new markets namely the
GCC markets and compare its findings with prior findings.
Besides, examining the impact of new macroeconomic variables
on companies' long-term investments such as government
spending, crude oil prices, and trade levels. As a result, this study
offers important insights into the literature in general and the
GCC countries in particular. For instance, it is found that
dividend pay-outs have a minor effect on GCC companies' long-
term investments which is not the case with western companies'
long-term investments who are significantly influenced by this
aspect. Additionally, this study is the first to demonstrate that
return on common equity has a significant role in influencing a
company's long-term investment. It also finds that government
expenditures, crude oil prices, and trade levels have a positive
notable effect on GCC companies' long-term investments.
However, the impact on service companies is greater than the
industrial companies.

Hence, the GCC economic authorities can take two cues
from this conclusion. First, the current study results show that
their efforts to diversify their economies have been effective
given that they currently have an industrial sector whose
sustainability is independent of sovereign fiscal measures.
Second, rather than relying solely on local markets, the GCC
economic authorities should offer greater facilities to boost the
export of services. By taking such a step, the GCC economies
will be able to move away from their reliance on oil and into the
realm of open economies.

Finally, the lack of macroeconomic data makes it
difficult to investigate other significant factors that are supposed
to influence companies' long-term investments. Therefore, future
studies are needed to investigate additional macroeconomic
factors which are predicted to influence a firm's long-term
investments including educational attainment and institutional
impact. There is a need to investigate the association of these
factors with companies' long-term investments because these
factors are considered to be very essential for any economy and
their effects on the investment capacity need to be documented.
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Appendix A
Table 3: Information of the Variables Examined by the Study and the Rationale for Their Consideration.
Category Variable Name Definition Variable Calculation Formula Rationale for Considering the Variable
Net Equity Issuing Activity NE NE; = (Outstanding shares; — A hypothetical scenario implies that if the company at year
Outstanding shares,_,)/TA, had a positive NE, it would have raised more money in that
particular year and vice versa. Thus, the company capacity
for investment will increase.
Companies external  financing | Financial Leverage Ratio FL FL, - Total debt g4 A rising FL ratio means that the company has raised more
Factors Total equity capital through the issuance of debt than it has through the
issuance of equity. Additionally, borrowing money has lower
cost than issuing share to raise money. Thus, the company
capacity for investment will increase.
Companies  external  financing | The Firm Rate of Return FRR WACC, = {Wd,Rd.(1-T)} + (Wp,Rp,) + (We,Re;) The WACC demonstrates the minimum rate necessary for a
Factors Where: project to have a positive net present value. As a result, a
growth in finances through the issuance of debt or stock must
accompany a steady increase in the rate of return. Thus, the
o Wd,: The proportion of debt that the firm holds at company capacity for investment will increase.
time t.
o Rd, : The marginal cost of debt before tax at time t.
e T :The firm’s marginal tax rate at time t.
« Wp,: The proportion of preferred equity the firm holds
attimet.
o Rp, : The marginal cost of preferred equity at time t.
o We,: The proportion of common equity that the firm
holds at time t.
o Re, : The marginal cost of common equity at time t.
Companies Internal  Financing | Return on Common Equity ROE ROE, = _ Netincome, . 409 The companies capacity to invest grows as ROE rises, which
Factors Number of shareholders equity, theoretically means the company is profitable.
Companies Internal  Financing | Dividends to Shareholders DIV DIV: = (Retained Earnings x % of Dividends Declared)/TA hypothetically the companies capacity to invest diminishes if
Factors a rise in dividend payment is declared, because it lowers the
amount of retained earning which is typically utilizes for
investments.
Companies Internal  Financing | Free Cash Flow FC FC, = (Operating cash flow, — Capital expenditures,)/TA, | In a hypothetical scenario, a rise in FC result in a cash
Factors surplus. Thus, the company capacity for investment
increases.
Cpmpanies Internal ~ Financing | Depreciation DEP DEP[:Ofigiﬂﬂlcvstofasset*SC”‘PV“‘“E ITA, The accumulation of depreciation theoretically signifies a
Factors i Estimated life of asset decrease in the life of assets, which eventually results in an
increase in maintenance cost or maybe replacement cost. In
this scenario, the company will eventually invest in buying
new assets. As a result, net capital expenditure rise.
Companies Internal  Financing | Corporate Income Tax CT CT, = (Annual profit , x The main source of reinvestment in capital assets is net
Factors Percentage of corporate tax,)/TA, profit, which is hypothetically reduced by an increase in the
amount paid as corporate income tax. Thus, the company
capacity for investment will decrease.
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Table 3: Information of the Variables Examined by the Study and the Rationale for Their Consideration (Continued).

Category

Variable Name

Definition

Variable Calculation Formula

Rationale for Considering the Variable

Control Variable

Change in Sales

ASAL

ASAL, = (Sales, — Sales,_,)/TA,

Is the growth in the company’s sales from one
year to the next due to fluctuations in business
activities

Control Variable

Change in Total Assets

ATA

ATA, = (TA, — TA,,)ITA,

Is the growth in the companies’ total assets from
one year to the next due to fluctuations in
business activities

Macroeconomic factors

Change in Government
Expenditures

AGE

AGE = (GOVE,— GOVE,_,)/GOVE,_,

The relationship is expected to be positive
between Fiscal policies and companies’ long-
term investments. In theory, a lot of government
investment should lead to more national projects
being developed. As a result, companies will
begin bidding to hold these projects and
subsequently increase their asset investments to
complete such initiatives.

Macroeconomic factors

Change in Dollar Price of
Crude Oil

ACOP

ACOP = (OP, — OP,_,)/OP,_,

The relationship is projected to be positive
between company’s long-term investments and
the change in price of the primary source of the
country income. This is justified through the
inverse association between the US dollar
exchange rate and oil prices which is documented
in numerous studies. For instance, Fratzscher et
al. (2014) discovered that a 1% decline in the
value of the US dollar results in a 0.73% increase
in crude oil prices. Therefore, since all the GCC
currencies, except for Kuwait, are tied to the US
dollar and their principal export is crude oil, this
relationship is crucial to the GCC markets.
Hence, prices of goods and service exported from
the GCC decline if the value of the dollar
increases. As a result, such an event would boost
the company earnings and subsequently promote
investment spending.

Macroeconomic factors

Ratio of terms of trade

TOTR

TOTR= (Index of export price)/(Index of
import price)

Theoretically, a rise in export of commodities
and service results in a rise in businesses outputs.
This rise in output is accompanied by a rise in
revenue, which eventually motivates businesses
to expand by acquiring more assets.
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